Lenten Midweek 4 - Wednesday, March 23, 2022 - 7:00 pm

Music Today Mark Gould

AS WE GATHER

“Good things come to those who wait.” We may have heard this old adage before and maybe even tried to
convince ourselves it rings true for our lives. Whether or not "good things” actually came to be in whatever
situation of waiting, we are drawn today to bring that phrase in the context of the Lord. Good things, greater
eternal things, come to us as well when the foundation of our faithful waiting is found in Jesus.

Gathering Song In the Cross of Christ | Glory LSB 427
Welcome & Invocation Pastor Aaron Boerst
Opening Song Salvation unto Us Has Come LSB 555 vs 1-4
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Text: Paul Speratus, 1484-1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Forgiveness Based on Psalm 51

Pastor: We join in King David's prayer of confession in Psalm 51:
Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unwavering love;
People: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my offenses.
Pastor: Wash me thoroughly from my immoral behavior,

People: and cleanse me from my sin!

Pastor: For | know the evil within me,



People: and my sin is ever before me.

Pastor: Against You have | sinned and done what is evil in Your sight,
People: may You be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment.
Pastor: Purge me, and | shall be clean;
People: wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.
Pastor: Let me hear joy and gladness;
People: let the bones that You have broken rejoice.
Pastor: Create in me a clean heart, O God,
People: and renew a right spirit within me.
Pastor: Cast me not away from Your presence,
People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Pastor: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
People: and uphold me with a willing spirit.
Silence for meditation and reflection
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my friends

and family, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault,
by my own most grievous fault; and | pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Pastor: Almighty God, give us Your grace and Spirit that we may be faithful before temptation, that we
may be able to stand strong in the face of evil, and against the schemes of the devil. Deliver us
from our slavery to sin through the forgiveness You offer, so that we can serve You faithfully all
our life, this we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

Old Testament Reading Lamentations 3:19-26
(Waiting on the Lord)

YRemember my affliction and my wanderings,
the wormwood and the gall!

?My soul continually remembers it
and is bowed down within me.

2'But this I call to mind,
and therefore | have hope:

*’The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;

Sthey are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

24"The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore | will hope in him.”

*The LORD is good to those who wait for him,



to the soul who seeks him.
%It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the LORD.

Pastor: This is the Word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading Romans 5:1-11
(Peace and hope in Christ)

'"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope
of the glory of God. *More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
“and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not put us to shame,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. "For one will scarcely die for
a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— ®but God shows his love
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. °Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. "For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his
life. ""More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received reconciliation.

Pastor: This is the Word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Luke 7:18b-23; 33-34
(Jesus, friend of Sinners)

®The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, "calling two of his disciples to him,
sent them to the Lord, saying, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 2And when the
men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come,
or shall we look for another?”” #'In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits,
and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. >?And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have
seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 2?And blessed is the one who is not offended by
me.”
3For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ *The
Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



Song of the Day A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 657
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Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978 Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110005858 Tune: Public domain

An Excerpt from C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters
Sermon Silencing Screwtape: Gluttony or Temperance Pastor Aaron Boerst

Creed - NICENE CREED
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for



the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life & of the world to come.

Amen.
Prayers of the Church Litany of Repentance
Pastor: O Lord, You call sinners to repentance,
People: call us still that we may yet answer.
Pastor: Lord, so many of us have hardened our hearts,
People: soften the hearts of all who are not sorry for their sin.
Pastor: You who met our doubts with mercy,
People: deal gently with those who can scarcely believe.
Pastor: You who have been tempted by Satan himself,
People: give us courage in the face of temptation, strength in time of rest, and hope in despair.
Pastor: You who called out many demons,
People: set free today all who are victims of their lies and distractions.
Pastor: You who healed the sick,
People: grant us healing according to Your will, and patience to endure our afflictions.
Pastor: You who made the deaf to hear and the mute to speak,
People: open deaf ears to the voice of Your Word and loosen our tongues to confess.
Pastor: You who prayed for those who crucified You,
People: look in compassion upon those who persecute Your Church.
Pastor: You who came to save Your people from their sins,
People: save us, O Lord, who put our trust in You.
Pastor: You who raised the dead to life,
People: enliven our souls by Your Holy Spirit to lives of faith.
Pastor: Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Save us, O Lord, for the sake of Your name.
Pastor: O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need:
Local concerns are added by congregational elder here.
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

Sharing God’s Peace

Offering
o]

On My Heart Imprint Your Image LSB 422
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Let the clear in - scrip-tion be: Je-sus, cru-ci - fied for me,

Is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, Andmy glo-ry and sal-va - tion!

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt. Tune: Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758 Text and tune: Public domain



Presentation of Gifts

Pastor: Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every
good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto
Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17]

People: Amen.
Holy Communion
Preface
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22]
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Words of Our Lord [Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25]

Proclamation of Christ

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
[1 Cor.11:26]

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20]

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9-13]

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Distribution

Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LSB 423

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart LSB 641
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Refrain
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fam - °’ly, Lord, We fol - low and re - joice.

wor - thy, Lord, To share this heav’n - ly food.

loaf, de - clare Our one - ness in the Lord?

not con - tain Comes in our hearts to dwell.

in Your name In truth and char - i - ty.

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97 Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-96 Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858

Announcements

Benediction [Numbers 6:24-26]

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and & give you peace.

People: Amen.
Sending Song Christ, the Life of All the Living LSB 420vs 1, 4, 7
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death, and mer - it I e - ter - nal life in - her - it.

might - est own me And with heav’n - ly glo - ry crown me.
groan - ing, sigh - ing, For Thy bleed - ing and Thy dy - ing,

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

For that last tri - um-phantcry, And shall praise Thee, Lord,on high.
Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis Tune: Das
grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt Text and tune: Public domain
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